


What’s in a strike? Would that 
which we call rebellion, by any other 
name smell as sweet?
A strike is not a protest. In a protest, 
you make your voice heard and 
speak ‘truth to power’, as if truth 
were some magic word. But voices 
can be silenced and a protest can be 
ignored. Worse still, by confronting 
power, in asking for something to 
bebe different, the powerful are legiti-
mised. After all, dissent was permit-
ted, in its bounded moment. 
Democracy was done.

A strike is more than a register of 
discontent. It goes beyond mere 
expression of opinion. It is a refusal. 
A refusal to comply, to be pushed 
around, to submit to authority. A 
refusal to perform our daily dance. 
And a strike is much more than a 
refusal.refusal.
 

A strike is more than a refusal 
because it is a recognition of our 
power. We recognize our power 
because without the university’s 
workers - staff and students alike - 
there is no university. But it is still 
more than that, because we do not 
onlyonly want to refuse, to say no, but to 
build something new.
  

There is a contemporary adage that 
‘strikes don’t work’. It’s true that the 
tightening of union laws and have 
limited unions’ abilities to act. It’s 
true that there has been a powerful 
campaign to signify unions as 
outmoded, anti-modern and anti-
progress. Yet the withdrawal of 
labour remains one of the most 
effective ways to challenge employ-
ers and the government, particu-
larly in the current context of 
attacks on social justice, distribution 
of wealth and the erosion of shared 
public goods.
  

A strike is the collision of labour and 
capital. It is a hit against capital. It is 
the withdrawal of labour which 
stops capital working and circulat-
ing. In stopping the circulation of 
capital, accumulation is also halted. 
There is nothing capital likes less. 
Yet this is not the only way to strike.Yet this is not the only way to strike.
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